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PUSH continues to break new ground with this remarkable poetry memoir of growing up, coming

out, and exploring love.This is a memoir that is lived in moments. The moments you know - when

you see your parents' marriage dissolving, when you realize you're a boy who likes boys, when you

speak the truth and don't know if it will be heard. The moments you don't recognize until later - when

you leave things unsaid (even to yourself), when you feel your boyfriend letting go, when you give

up on love. And the moment you get love back. In an amazing narrative of poems, Billy Merrell tells

an ordinary story in an extraordinary way.
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I'm a lesbian. I'm 20, not really a teen. But a friend told me about Billy Merrell's TALKING IN THE

DARK because she knew I loved poetry, and it has since become one of my favorite contemporary

collections. And not only that, but I found in Merrell a place to feel comfortable. Not only because I'm

gay and so is he, but because he happens to be gay, and so do I. He is so wise for his age. My

mother is reading it now, and that is what she told me.The poems are smart, emotional, revealing.

Merrell strips his life down to amazing, telling lines that left me wanting it to go on and on. I've read it

twice already and am taking my time reading it a third time now, and there's always something new

and beautiful to find in the rereading. My favorite poetry is personal, careful, and spiritual (not

religious, necessarily, but intensely in touch with the world). That's what the poems in TALKING IN

THE DARK are like.If you know someone, anyone, who reads poetry, this is a book that will affect



them, always.

~*AMAZING*~ My girlfriend loved TALKING IN THE DARK and MADE me read it, which I don't

usually do. She said I would like it because I like poetry, which is sort of true lately. But it took me

months to find it in a store before my mom bought it online for me... since I don't have a credit

cared, duh. But it's great. I haven't read anything like it before. And my girlfriend likes me to read her

parts, especially SHHH and HISTORYS. Guys, buy this book for your girlfriends (or boyfriends).

i read "talking in the dark" over a year ago and it has still stuck with me. even though this memoir is

told through poetry, it is very easy to read and understand. you can really relate to what merrell has

gone through. this book is definately an amazing undiscovered gem. i highly recommend it.
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